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For we are to God the fragrance of 
Christ among those who are being 
saved and among those who are 
perishing. To the one we are the aroma 
of death leading to death, and to the 
other the aroma of life leading to life…


2 Corinthians 2:15–16 
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↳Christian life righty lived is a prayerful life
NORMAL TO PRAY - prayer is meant for all Christians 



So the Lord said to him, 

“…behold, he is praying.” 

Acts 9:11 



None of God’s people come 
into the world still-born… 
If we are prayerless,  
we are Christless.



↳Christian life righty lived is a prayerful life
NORMAL TO PRAY - prayer is meant for all Christians 

↳you never pray too much…or enough
CONSTANT IN PRAYER - God wants us to always pray



pray without ceasing,


1 Thessalonians 5:17 



↳Christian life righty lived is a prayerful life
NORMAL TO PRAY - prayer is meant for all Christians 

↳you never pray too much…or enough
CONSTANT IN PRAYER - God wants us to always pray

PERSISTENT TO PRAY - stay at it, continually



Don’t pray just when  
   you feel like it.  
Have an appointment   
   with the Lord  
   and keep it. 



↳Christian life righty lived is a prayerful life
NORMAL TO PRAY - prayer is meant for all Christians 

↳you never pray too much…or enough
CONSTANT IN PRAYER - God wants us to always pray

↳when you fall, falter…get right back up and in
PERSISTENT TO PRAY - stay at it, continually





↳whatever is here, not world, or poor  - Christians
SAINTS - means holy, Christians, made holy in Jesus

DISTRIBUTING



κοινωνέω koinōnéō 

κοινωνία koinōnia - fellowship 
     community, fellowship, participation 

from root



And they continued steadfastly in 
the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in prayers.


Acts 2:42 



that which we have seen and heard 
we declare to you, that you also may 
have fellowship with us; and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father 
and with His Son Jesus Christ.


1 John 1:3 



κοινωνέω koinōnéō 

κοινωνία koinōnia - fellowship 
     community, fellowship, participation 
- to share, be an active participant with, 
   a contributing part with (more than just $)

from root

- most translations: distribute, contribute, 
    share with



↳whatever is here, not world, or poor  - Christians
SAINTS - means holy, Christians, made holy in Jesus

DISTRIBUTING = Fellowship, Gk. koinōnéō, share with
↳be connected, participating, contributing to

NEEDS OF - anything necessary but lacking
↳financially? Yes! beautiful when “natural”



Now all who believed were together, 
and had all things in common, and 
sold their possessions and goods, 
and divided them among all, as 
anyone had need.


Acts 2:44–45 



↳whatever is here, not world, or poor  - Christians
SAINTS - means holy, Christians, made holy in Jesus

DISTRIBUTING = Fellowship, Gk. koinōnéō, share with
↳be connected, participating, contributing to

NEEDS OF - anything necessary but lacking
↳financially? Yes! beautiful when “natural”
↳emotional? Yes! speaking words that help



Let no corrupt word proceed out of 
your mouth, but what is good for 
necessary edification, that it may 
impart grace to the hearers.


Ephesians 4:29 



↳whatever is here, not world, or poor  - Christians
SAINTS - means holy, Christians, made holy in Jesus
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from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by what every joint 
supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its 
share, causes growth of the body for 
the edifying of itself in love.


Ephesians 4:16 



↳whatever is here, not world, or poor  - Christians
SAINTS - means holy, Christians, made holy in Jesus

DISTRIBUTING = Fellowship, Gk. koinōnéō, share with
↳be connected, participating, contributing to

NEEDS OF - anything necessary but lacking
↳financially? Yes! beautiful when “natural”
↳emotional? Yes! speaking words that help
↳spiritually? Yes! in body of Christ, you are needed



SAINTS - means holy, Christians, made holy in Jesus
DISTRIBUTING = Fellowship, Gk. koinōnéō, share with
NEEDS OF - anything necessary but lacking
Be in Active Fellowship w/Christians,  
   actively meeting needs of other Christians 
This virtue will practically work differently in all of us  
   and is different in seasons…yet never not for us to do  





↳to welcome others in, entertain, fellowship with
HOSPITALITY - in culture & in english is to open homes

↳financially, emotionally and spiritually 



↳financially, emotionally and spiritually 

↳to welcome others in, entertain, fellowship with
HOSPITALITY - in culture & in english is to open homes

↳whatever is here, not world, or poor  - Christians
SAINTS - means holy, Christians, made holy in Jesus

DISTRIBUTING = Fellowship, Gk. koinōnéō, share with
↳be connected, participating, contributing to

NEEDS OF - anything necessary but lacking



ἀγάπη Agápē - God’s love, perfect, full…

φίλος Phílos - brotherly love, friendship

στοργή Storgē - natural affection, family

Hospitality? -  



Hospitality? -  
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ξένος  Xénos - stranger, foreigners 





Hospitality? -  
φίλος Phílos - brotherly love, friendship
ξένος  Xénos - stranger, foreigners 

LOVE STRANGERS  

φιλοξενία philoxenía - love strangers
↳ in Gk, not about your home, food
↳ in Gk, it is simply “Love Strangers”



LOVE STRANGERS - who is this, what is this?
➀ Love those in other nations…Missionaries?

↳ commentaries talk of key impact in early church



Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you 
do for the brethren and for strangers, 
who have borne witness of your love 
before the church. If you send them 
forward on their journey in a manner 
worthy of God, you will do well,


3 John 5–6 



because they went forth for His name’s 
sake, taking nothing from the Gentiles. 
We therefore ought to receive such, 
that we may become fellow workers for 
the truth.


3 John 7–8 



LOVE STRANGERS - who is this, what is this?
➀ Love those in other nations…Missionaries?

↳ commentaries talk of key impact in early church

➁ Love the Lost? - strangers to Christ



Therefore remember that you, once 
Gentiles in the flesh…that at that time 
you were without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world.


Ephesians 2:11–12 



Now, therefore, you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God,


Ephesians 2:19 



LOVE STRANGERS - who is this, what is this?
➀ Love those in other nations…Missionaries?

↳ commentaries talk of key impact in early church

➁ Love the Lost? - strangers to Christ



LOVE STRANGERS - the Lost, strangers to Christ
GIVEN TO - literally “Pursue” (same root word in v.14)



… given to hospitality. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not curse.


Romans 12:13–14 

διώκω diṓkō to pursue (with friendly love)

διώκω diṓkō to pursue
          (for harm, curse)



LOVE STRANGERS - the Lost, strangers to Christ
GIVEN TO - literally “Pursue” (same root word in v.14)
⇒ fits with 12th virtue…comparison, contrast with





LOVE STRANGERS - the Lost, strangers to Christ
GIVEN TO - literally “Pursue” (same root word in v.14)
⇒ fits with 12th virtue…comparison, contrast with
⇒ right Christian living includes loving the lost



But when He saw the multitudes, He 
was moved with compassion for 
them, because they were weary and 
scattered, like sheep having no 
shepherd.


Matthew 9:36 



This is a faithful saying and worthy of 
all acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save 
sinners…


1 Timothy 1:15 



…God..desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth. For there is one God and 
one Mediator between God and men, 
the Man Christ Jesus,


1 Timothy 2:4–5 



LOVE STRANGERS - the Lost, strangers to Christ
GIVEN TO - literally “Pursue” (same root word in v.14)
⇒ fits with 12th virtue…comparison, contrast with
⇒ right Christian living includes loving the lost
⇒ focus on heart…works out differently in us all 
⇒ friendship evangelism is proven the most effective
⇒ actively pursuing lost with friendly love 



IN ACTIVE, SUPPORTING FELLOWSHIP W/CHRISTIANS

PURSUING THE LOST WITH LOVE, FRIENDSHIP 





↳in context, speaking of the lost…strangers 
THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU - pursue w/ malice 

BLESS THEM - do them good, seek their good
BLESS AND DO NOT CURSE - seek their harm

↳a high call in Christ on how we deal with enemies 

↳those we are Pursuing with friendly love

↳seeking our harm because Christians, our sharing



“You have heard that it was said, ‘You 
shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, 
do good to those who hate you, and 
pray for those who spitefully use you 
and persecute you,


Matthew 5:43–44 



that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven; for He makes His sun rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the just and on the unjust.


Matthew 5:45 



For if you love those who love you, 
what reward have you? Do not even 
the tax collectors do the same? And if 
you greet your brethren only, what do 
you do more than others? Do not even 
the tax collectors do so?


Matthew 5:46–47 



↳in context, speaking of the lost…strangers 
THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU - pursue w/ malice 

BLESS THEM - do them good, seek their good
BLESS AND DO NOT CURSE - seek their harm

↳a high call in Christ on how we deal with enemies 

↳those we are Pursuing with friendly love

↳seeking our harm because Christians, our sharing



IN ACTIVE, SUPPORTING FELLOWSHIP W/CHRISTIANS

PURSUING THE LOST WITH LOVE, FRIENDSHIP 

THOSE WHO PURSUE YOU WITH MALICE, BLESS THEM











our  

PRAYER  
TEAM 

is available 
down front 

after service

our PRAYER TEAM 


