THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL




A Christian life rightly lived
should awaken in others a longing
for the life they were created to have

in Christ.




I— THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL —I
GOSPEL-POWER OF GOD FOR SALVATION (7:7-77)
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Let love be
without hypocrisy.

If it is possible...
live peaceably with all men.
(Romans 12:18)

Associate with the humble. Beloved, do not avenge

(Romans 12:16)




o Let love be without hypocrisy.
(Romans 12:9)

e % Abhor what is evil. 9 ° Cling to what is good.
(Romans 12:9) (Romans 12:9)

o Be kindly affectionate to one another
with brotherly love.
(Romans 12:10)

In honor giving preference to one another.
(Romans 12:10)




Not Lagging In Diligence.

(Romans 12:11)

Fervent In Spirit.
(Romans 12:11)

Serving The Lord.

(Romans 12:11)

Rejoicing In Hope.

(Romans 12:12)

Patient In Tribulation.
(Romans 12:12)




m Continuing Steadfastly In Prayer.
(Romans 12:12)

@ @ Distributing To The Needs Of The Saints. (kononia)

(Romans 12:13)
IN ACTIVE, SUPPORTING FELLOWSHIP W/CHRISTIANS

@ Given To Hospitality. (. it. [ ove Strangers)
(Romans 12:13)

PURSUING THE LOST WITH LOVE, FRIENDSHIP

m @ Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.

(Romans 12:14)




AN, Rejoice with those who rejoice,

§A | and weep with those who weep.
@ (Romans 12:15)

CHRISTIAN EMPATHY - should be normal for Christians
—we actually are connected in Christ, one body!



But now Indeed there are many
members, yet one body.

Now you are the body of Christ,
and members individually.

| Corinthians 12:20.27



And If one member suffers,

all the members suffer with It;
or iIf one member IS honored,
all the members rejoice with It.

R ————a



AN, Rejoice with those who rejoice,

&) and weep with those who weep.
& (Romans 12:15)

GHRISTIAN EMPATHY - should be normal for Christians
—we actually are connected in Christ, one body!
—but in reality, what seems simple...is hard to do

REJOICE WITH THOSE WHO REJOICE
—not with envy, jealousy, spite or be a killjoy, buzzkill




Who Is wise and understanding
among you? Let him show by
good conduct that his works are
done in the meekness of wisdom.

James 5:]5 *



But If you have bitter envy and
self-seeking in your hearts, do not
poast and lie against the truth.
This wisdom does not descend
from above, but Is earthly, sensual,
demonic.

James 31415



For where envy and self-seeking
exist, confusion and every evil

thing are there.

James 5:]6



#UN, Rejoice with those who rejoice,

and weep with those who weep.
@ (Romans 12:15)

GHRISTIAN EMPATHY - should be normal for Christians
—we actually are connected in Christ, one body!
—but in reality, what seems simple...is hard to do

REJOICE WITH THOSE WHO REJOICE
—not with envy, jealousy, spite or be a Killjioy, buzzkill

—the ability to genuinely be happy for, with others

WEEP WITH THOSE WHO WEEP
—not with judgment, fixing, explaining or ignoring




Now when Job’s three friends heard of
all this adversity that had come upon
him, each one came from his own
place...to come and mourn with him,
and to comfort him....they lifted their
voices and wept

N




So they sat down with him on the
ground seven days and seven nights,
and no one spoke a word to him, for
they saw that his grief was very great.

JO!Z) 216 *



My brothers have dealt deceitfully
like a brook, Like the streams of the
pbrooks that pass away, travelers...
come there and are confused. For
now you are nothing...

Job 6:15.19-21
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AN, Rejoice with those who rejoice,

&) and weep with those who weep.
W (Romans 12:15)

GHRISTIAN EMPATHY - should be normal for Christians
—we actually are connected in Christ, one body!
—but in reality, what seems simple...is hard to do

REJOICE WITH THOSE WHO REJOICE
—not with envy, jealousy, spite or be a Killjioy, buzzkill

—the ability to genuinely be happy for, with others
WEEP WITH THOSE WHO WEEP
—not with judgment, fixing, explaining or ignoring
—the ability to genuinely be sad for, with others
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1917-2007  those around us.

William McDonald

Empathy is the capacity for
sharing vicariously the
feelings and emotions of
others. Our tendency is to be
jealous when others rejoice,
and to pass by when they
mourn. God’s way Is to enter
Into the joys and sorrows of




Therefore, when Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came
with her weeping, He groaned In
the spirit and was troublea.

Jesus wept.

Johnil:3%-35
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AN, Rejoice with those who rejoice,

&) and weep with those who weep.
W (Romans 12:15)

GHRISTIAN EMPATHY - should be normal for Christians
—we actually are connected in Christ, one body!
—but in reality, what seems simple...is hard to do

REJOICE WITH THOSE WHO REJOICE
—not with envy, jealousy, spite or be a Killjioy, buzzkill

—the ability to genuinely be happy for, with others
WEEP WITH THOSE WHO WEEP
—not with judgment, fixing, explaining or ignoring
—the ability to genuinely be sad for, with others




@ AN, Rejoice with those who rejoice,

) and weep with those who weep.

(Romans 12:15)

GHRISTIAN EMPATHY - should be normal for Christians
—we actually are connected in Christ, one body!

REJOICE WITH THOSE WHO REJOICE
—not with envy, jealousy, spite or be a killjioy, buzzkill

WEEP WITH THOSE WHO WEEP
—not with judgment, fixing, explaining or ignoring

IT IS THE GOSPEL, DEALING W/SIN THAT ENABLES THIS
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BE TRANSFORMED BY RENEWING YOUR MIND ~ ROMANS 12:2 —_-¢
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Cling to what is good. | o Serving the Lord. @ Given to hospitality. @ @ 51@
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Be kindly affectionate 0 Rejoicing in hope. m Bless those who persecute you, @ Do not be wise in your Therefore feed your enemy if
to one another with (Romans 12:12) bless and do not curse. own opinion. @ he is hungry, and give him drink

brotherly love. (Romans 12:14) (Romans 12:16) if he is thirsty.

(Romans 12:10) (Romans 12:20)
Do not be overcome by evil,
' | weep with those who weep.
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M
Let love be without hypocrisy. ~ romans 12

If it is possible...
live peaceably with all men.
(Romans 12:18)

Associate with the humble. Beloved, do not avenge

(Romans 12:16)

N Rejoice with those who rejoice,




@ @ Be of the same mind with one another.
(Romans 12:16)

SEEING ALL EQUAL - level ground at foot of the Cross



For you are all sons of God through
faith in Christ Jesus....

there is neither Jew nor Greek,

there Is neither slave nor free,

there Is neither male nor female;

for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 3.26—~28 W



@ @ Be of the same mind with one another.
(Romans 12:16)

SEEING ALL EQUAL - level ground at foot of the Cross

—have no idea how Christianity affects our world



“WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE
SELF-EVIDENT, THAT ALL MEN

ARE CREATED EQUAL, THAT THEY ARE
ENDOWED BY THEIR CREATOR WITH

CERTAIN UNALIENABLE RIGHTS, THAT
AMONG THESE ARE LIFE, LIBERTY AND

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS.”

- THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE




@ @ Be of the same mind with one another.
(Romans 12:16)

SEEING ALL EQUAL - level ground at foot of the Cross

—have no idea how Christianity affects our world

GHRISTIAN UNITY - is not organizational but mental
5 @God calls us to think of each other as the same




Now | plead with you, brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you all speak the same thing,
and that there be no divisions among

you, but that you be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and In
the same judgment.

R ———




@ @ Be of the same mind with one another.
(Romans 12:16)

SEEING ALL EQUAL - level ground at foot of the Cross

—have no idea how Christianity affects our world

GHRISTIAN UNITY - is not organizational but mental

—God calls us to think of each other as the same
—some paraphrase this as “live in harmony”
S this is specifically Christians, “one another”

GOSPEL should change how we think of one another
—this unity, mindset is a big deal Biblically




Finally, all of you be of one mind,
having compassion for one
another; love as brothers, be
tendernhearted, be courteous;

hiseter 5:8 w



...walk worthy of the calling with which
you were called, with all lowliness and
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing
with one another in love, endeavoring
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the

bond of peace.

Ephesians sl W




My brethren, do not hold the faith of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory,

with partiality.

James 2.1



For If there should come into your
assembly a man with gold rings, In fine

apparel, and there should also come In
a poor man In filthy clothes,

James 2.2



and you pay attention to the one
wearing the fine clothes and say to
him, “You sit here in a good place,” ana
say to the poor man, “You stand there,”
or, “Sit here at my footstool,”

James 2:5 *



have you not shown partiality among
yourselves, and become judges with

evil thoughts?

wames 2.4



For there is no partiality with God.

Romans 2:1]



For it has been declared to me
concerning you, my brethren...that
there are contentions among you.

...Is Christ divided?...

WGorinthians 1:1=1%



“I think it is one of the tragedies
of our nation, one of the shameful
tragedies, that eleven o’clock on
Sunday morning is one of the most
segregated hours, if not the most
segregated hour, in Christian America.”

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.



@ @ Be of the same mind with one another.
(Romans 12:16)

SEEING ALL EQUAL - level ground at foot of the Cross

—have no idea how Christianity affects our world

GHRISTIAN UNITY - is not organizational but mental

—God calls us to think of each other as the same
—some paraphrase this as “live in harmony”
S this is specifically Christians, “one another”

GOSPEL should change how we think of one another
—this unity, mindset is a big deal Biblically
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Cling to what is good. | o Serving the Lord. @ Given to hospitality. @ @ 51@
(Romans 12:9) (Romans 12:11) (Romans 12:13) e
(Romans 12:19)

Be kindly affectionate 0 Rejoicing in hope. m Bless those who persecute you, @ Do not be wise in your Therefore feed your enemy if
to one another with (Romans 12:12) bless and do not curse. own opinion. @ he is hungry, and give him drink

brotherly love. (Romans 12:14) (Romans 12:16) if he is thirsty.

(Romans 12:10) (Romans 12:20)
Do not be overcome by evil,
' | weep with those who weep.
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(Romans 12:10) l =" (Romans 12:21)

M
Let love be without hypocrisy. ~ romans 12

If it is possible...
live peaceably with all men.
(Romans 12:18)

Associate with the humble. Beloved, do not avenge

(Romans 12:16)

N Rejoice with those who rejoice,




@ Do not set your mind on high things.
(Romans 12:16)

DON’T BE ARROGANT, HAUGHTY - in mind
—don’t have a mindset that you are better or worse



“When you are invited by anyone
to a wedding feast, do not sit
down In the best place,

LU‘(C 4.8



lest one more honorable than you
be invited by him; and he who
Invited you and him come and say
to you, ‘Give place to this man,’
and then you begin with shame to
take the lowest place.

LU‘(C ]4’:9



But when you are invited, go and sit
down In the lowest place, so that
when he who invited you comes he
may say to you, ‘Friend, go up
higher.” Then you will have glory In
the presence of those who sit at the
table with you.

| uke 1410




For whoever exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.”

| uke 1411



m Do not set your mind on high things.
(Romans 12:16)

DON’T BE ARROGANT, HAUGHTY - in mind
—don’t have a mindset that you are better or worse

THE CHALLENGE IS IN YOUR MINDS, THINKING




casting down arguments and every
high thing that exalts itself against the

knowledge of God, bringing every
thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ

2 Corinthians 10:5 W



@ Do not set your mind on high things.
(Romans 12:16)

DON’T BE ARROGANT, HAUGHTY - in mind
—don’t have a mindset that you are better or worse

THE CHALLENGE IS IN YOUR MINDS, THINKING
9 possible to learn manners, but still think wrongly

(GOD IS SEEKING THE WORK IN YOU TO BE REAL
—to think, that person is as worthy to God as | am
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(Romans 12:13) (Romans 12:16)
Cling to what is good. | o Serving the Lord. @ Given to hospitality. @ @ 51@
(Romans 12:9) (Romans 12:11) (Romans 12:13) e
(Romans 12:19)

Be kindly affectionate 0 Rejoicing in hope. m Bless those who persecute you, @ Do not be wise in your Therefore feed your enemy if
to one another with (Romans 12:12) bless and do not curse. own opinion. @ he is hungry, and give him drink

brotherly love. (Romans 12:14) (Romans 12:16) if he is thirsty.

(Romans 12:10) (Romans 12:20)
Do not be overcome by evil,
' | weep with those who weep.

" In honor giving @ Patient in tribulation. @ @ Repay no one evil for evil. y o
/) preference to one another. (Romans 12:12) (Romans 12:17) @ @ but overcome evil with good.
(Romans 12:15)

(Romans 12:10) l =" (Romans 12:21)

M
Let love be without hypocrisy. ~ romans 12

If it is possible...
live peaceably with all men.
(Romans 12:18)

Associate with the humble. Beloved, do not avenge

(Romans 12:16)

N Rejoice with those who rejoice,




Associate with the humble.
(Romans 12:16)

IN ENGLISH - sounds like “hang out with lessor people”

—impossible to mean that in context, “have the
same mind™~ & “don't set your mind on high things™

GOUNT YOURSELF AMONG THE HUMBLE - one of them
—the humble are my people...my associates

HUMBLE YOURSELF - intentionally, continually




Therefore humble yourselves under the
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt
you In due time,

| Peter 5:6



True humility

1s not thinking
less of yourself;
it 1s thinking
of yourself less.




Associate with the humble.
(Romans 12:16)

IN ENGLISH - sounds like “hang out with lessor people”

—impossible to mean that in context, “have the
same mind™~ & “don't set your mind on high things™

COUNT YOURSELF AMONG THE HUMBLE - one of them
—the humble are my people...

HUMBLE YOURSELF - intentionally, continually
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@ Do not be wise in your own opinion.

(Romans 12:16)

PRIDE IS INSIDIOUS AND DESTRUCTIVE ALWAYS

—don’t agree to being humble, yet count yourself
one of the smairt ones who see it, know better



Do not be wise In your own eyes;
Fear the Lord and depart from evil.

Proverbs o/



et no one deceive himself. If
anyone among you seems to be
wise In this age, let him become a
fool that he may become wise.

LCorinthians 3:18



...Knowledge puffs up, but love
edifies. And if anyone thinks that he
kKnows anything, he knows nothing
yet as he ought to know.

| Corinthians 8:1—2 w



@ Do not be wise in your own opinion.

(Romans 12:16)

PRIDE IS INSIDIOUS AND DESTRUCTIVE ALWAYS

—don’t agree to being humble, yet count yourself
one of the smairt ones who see it, know better

RECOGNIZE YOUR LIMITATIONS, LACK OF KNOWING
—all you have is given by God...

—and what you have is limited, even degrading




JOHN WESLEY

1%.095= 1%/

“When I was young I was sure

of everything. In a few years,
having been mistaken a thousand

times, [ was not half so sure of
most things as [ was before.
At present, I am hardly sure of
anything but what God has
revealed to man.”

4
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@ Do not be wise in your own opinion.

(Romans 12:16)

PRIDE IS INSIDIOUS AND DESTRUCTIVE ALWAYS

—don’t agree to being humble, yet count yourself
one of the smairt ones who see it, know better

RECOGNIZE YOUR LIMITATIONS, LACK OF KNOWING
—all you have is given by God...

—and what you have is limited, even degrading




AN, Rejoice with those who rejoice,
@©) and weep with those who weep.

(Romans 12:15)

Be of the same mind with one another.
(Romans 12:16)

@ Do not set your mind on high things.
(Romans 12:16)

Associate with the humble.
(Romans 12:16)
@ Do not be wise in your own opinion.
(Romans 12:16)




A Christian life rightly lived
should awaken in others a longing
for the life they were created to have

in Christ.




AN, Rejoice with those who rejoice,
@©) and weep with those who weep.

(Romans 12:15)

Be of the same mind with one another.
(Romans 12:16)

@ Do not set your mind on high things.
(Romans 12:16)

Associate with the humble.
(Romans 12:16)
@ Do not be wise in your own opinion.
(Romans 12:16)
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Let love be without hypocrisy. ~ romans 12

If it is possible...
live peaceably with all men.
(Romans 12:18)

Associate with the humble. Beloved, do not avenge

(Romans 12:16)

N Rejoice with those who rejoice,




ROMANS 4:24

written for his sake alone, 24 bt
It will be counted to us “whe
who raised from the deac

25 who wasdellvered

“Therefore, since we have t

faith, “we' havepeac'eé.
also “obtained access by faith 3!
mwhlchwcstzmd.andq _.-

'rejoice in our suffcnnp. KNOW ‘ |

fering * produces endurance, 4 3
produces character, and character pmdnims
hope, *and "hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love 'has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been
given to us.

6 For 'while we were still weak, at the right
time *Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person one would dare
even to die— ®but 'God shows his love for us
in that " while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. ? Since, therefore, “we have now been
justified by his blood, much more shall we be
saved by him from “the wrath of God. ¥ For if
“while we were enemies “ we were reconciled

t0 God by the death of his Son. much more, were

Now . that we are rennneilad chall e ks el




Now may the God of patience and
comfort grant you to be like-minded
to

C

ward one another, according to
hrist Jesus, that you may with one
mind and one mouth glorify the God

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Rejoice with those who rejoice,
and weep with those who weep.
Be of the same mind toward one another.
- Do not set your mind on high things,
but associate with the humble.
i Do not be wise in your own opinion.
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