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With the Word Bible Commentary

ISAIAH 39

This was the third test (2 Chron. 32:31), and the king failed miserably.
What could not be accomplished through an army or an illness was
accomplished through flattery. If Satan cannot succeed as a lion, then he
comes as a serpent: “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an
enemy are deceitful” (Prov. 27:6).

The kisses. The king of Babylon wanted one thing: Judah’s cooperation in
opposing the Assyrians. The enemy is a liar and uses every excuse to get
entry into your life. It was foolish for Hezekiah to welcome them and show
them the royal treasures, but pride took over and discernment disappeared.
Ephesians 4:17-32 lists some “footholds” you can give Satan in your life.

The wounds. Isaiah did not fear the king but told him truthfully that
Babylon was the real enemy and one day would conquer Judah. However,
instead of repenting, Hezekiah felt relieved that the judgment would not come
in his day. How shortsighted can a man of faith become! Had he no concern
for the future of his people?

Wound with Truth

1t is not always easy to deliver God’s message to those who need it. It
takes courage to wound a friend. Nathan faced King David with the truth
(2 Sam. 12), and Isaiah confronted both Ahaz (Isa. 7) and Hezekiah (Isa.
39). The apostle Paul fearlessly confronted Peter (Gal. 2:11ff.). One writer
observed, “A lying tongue hates those who are crushed by it, and a
Sfattering mouth works ruin” (Prov. 26:28). Speak the truth in love

(Eph. 4:15) and give wounds that heal.

Exert from “With the Word Bible Commentary”
by Warren Weirsbe
Used by permission from Thomas Nelson Publishers

Personal Reflection:

Which verse(s) from tonight’s section stood out to you the
most? Why?

What is God speaking in this section that grabs your
attention? What is it that God is saying in it?

How do you think God is seeking to have you apply
what He has shown you in those verses?

For Next Week: Isaiah 40




